Vary Wendelboe, Claresholm, Albarte, Canada,

Tha Making of a Dude Rancher, (85CC Words)

My name is Cecil Hogers,but my pals mostly call me Buddy,
[6 1 am x‘:yﬁars 0ld and my sister is twenty, but sometimes
she treats me as if she was forty and I was five,

We usead to 1ive in an eastern city,and my
family had 1ived thera for four genarstions, and in all
that time not one of us had 2var had anything to do with
the s0il,-=-what I mean is--none of us had bean farmers
or ranchers or @aven gardeners, . WYhen you know that, you
can better understand, why I admire my Bad so much, for
having the courag® to give up all the things, tradition
had made him believe were important, and come way out here,
to begin life on another plane, so to speak,

Of course, Sis and I think it is a lark, pure snd
simple, having this perpetual vacation,thats called Zunning
a Dude Ranch,.But poor Mother,-=-I know, she finds it hard
to get used to "allthose tall men in big hats and longhai--
red trousers, who are® alwsys going or coming in such a
hurry, and oh, how thaystir up the dust!™

Eut when we get gettled a bit ,we are going
to build another house, a little farther away from the
Corrals, and the boys and I are going to live in this

0ld one,while Mothar ,Dad and Patricia(thats Sis)can have

thair quarters upstairs in the new one
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tew minutes, trying to beat tha racord. But I must
say, the calf bawled as much as if he was choking
it to death,"

"Beat what record?"asked lMothar, taking the A/
words right out of my mouth,

"The worlds racord) " said 8is , "though I'm
not sure,"

"But. why should snyone try to se= how fast thay
could tie up a calf;, what use or sense is there in
that?"

"Don't you want to look at the rest of the anap-
ghots?" agked Sis, and added "I'1]l explain it to you,
after a whiles, but first I'm going to show you some-
thing I hava upstairs."” With that she left us to run--
imagine, cun -- upstairs, and we looked at some more
picturas, Sis had quite a faw, from thnqstsmpﬂd#”in
Claresholm, Thara ware lots with riders, some with
floats of various sorts, and some of races or some=-
thing. But she had some gwell onﬂa,ahﬁ had taken her-
gelf, A ot of them showed a good=-lonking, slim,
young fellow, he must havae baen seven faet tgll, and
he worea one of those giant hats, and halry trousers,

%3 far as we could tel]1, though Mother thought at first
it was a gkirt, We had dacided to ssk Sis about this
guy, when that young lady came jingling down the stairs
and appeared before our startled ﬂyﬂa---in-coatumn-gz
On her head she wore jauntily a high-crowned, wide-
brimmed, deep tan, felt hat,1ike those in the picte
ures, sh® had on a bright green silk shirt, riding
breeaches of some corded stuff, high-hesled, high-topped

/

boots,=-boots mind you -- with little, gilver, shiny


















finaelly wmﬁggg him to @aarth in g little town,thirty
mileg cast of wamx.here, He wanted a terrible high
price at first, but Dad soon convinced him, a bird in
the hand is woxrth two in the bush, and the de:s] was
c]oso%, Just a wn;k after Pat came to town.

Megnwhile, Sis had been tsglking to Mother sbout
the ranch and the West, and various people she hsd met,
and often Dad would listen to her with g thoughtful
frown. I begsn to wighyl could go back with Pzt and see
all the wonders of the rockies, the foothills, and the
rolling boundless prairies, not to mention the efunta,
Sis told us, the cowboys pulled on the least provocsation.
Eut etill I wa= not prepared for the blow when it fell,

Pat would leave on lMonday morning, snd on

Sunday Dad snd Kother told us, that if we were willing,
we would buy = shgre in Pat's Dude Ranch, =znd move out
to Alberts!

Sis flew up and cut of har chair, in a lesp for
Dad, gave him a regular bear-hug, Kkissed Mother, and them
slapped me on my shoulder, pulled me up out of my
chair, shook me till my teeth rsgttled, and 513 the
while, ehe was singing to hersgelf a 1ittle tune ehnnﬁaaﬂ
picked up out Vest,; it gres 1ike thisg; "Home, Fome, d4n
the range," --,

"Eut what zbou* jJour ©busiress, Nad?® I asked him,
"and the office btuildings, and this house?"

"I ar offer~d 5 reas nably big sum for the busi-
negs,Y the furniturs, and if I ee31,1'11 have enough
cash to buy & share in Pst's ranch, and a l1ittle over,
Then, if we are Jucky enough to sell this house, too,

w* will be able towegthar the ficat year or t.wo’ avan
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if we dont do such a rushing businnes at first,And we

will still have 211 our furniture)snd sll our clothes,
¥e-cen take our car slong, if we cant sell it profitsbly,
so you see it wont be pioneering, by any means.What do

you Kids say ?2".1'11 tell the world we said plenty, both at
once and in an awfull hurry!" When we ran out of breath,.
NDad@li said with a smile; "I take it ,you mean you sre willing
to go out there and rough it?®™

"Yes, oh, yes, Dad, and the sooner the better, When
are we going to legve here?!"

"In the gpring, if we sre lucky," said Dad. But we
could see, Mother didn't 1ike to talk zbout gelling the
hous~, and we dicfn't blame her, so we began to ask Dad
questions, Most of them he couldn't snswer, snd we kept

watching for Pat to come down, so we could pump him,¥When

he finzlly csme down, Sis wes the first to ask him, where our

supposed ranch was located,. and this is the answer he
gave,; "About hsl fway between Calgary and lacleocd, you

know where they are, dont you?.0ur nearest town is Stavely,.
but thats such & little village, that maybe you will want
to do your trading in Claresholm, thste south of us,as you
perhsps remember, or in Nanten, Which is north of CStavely.
They are both goodeized towns, with big stores and movies
and what-have=you. YYou know the graveled highway runs
down fromCalgary to lMacleod, snd we turn off thatl2 miles

south of Stavely snd drive west for about 25 miles,
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Qf thege the first' are used a lot in summer!you sea, thare
is a sort of picnie Park IZ2--14 milags west of Stawely,and
thousands of cars use this road.After we get g 1ittle

past this park,we cross the Willow Creek, and there begins
our own land. It is relling at first,. you know, but the
western part of itis practically in the Foothills,. The
main ranchhouse,barns,. corrals and chutes area all on an easteay
,8lop®, and you can get to them easily with cars andtrucks!
"Tell us some more, "said Mothar, "how are you going to s
start' this Dude Ranch,how can Patricia and Il help, and

what is Cecil supposed to do,once we get there?™
"Well,I am afraid I cant tellyou all the things that have
to be done,but Ilcan give you an idea of the layout,.

and you can figure out far.yourself, how your labor

will have to be divided.

There are many buildings,though
they area all old.MNost of them are buildt of logs, =and so
are vary substantial and cant be remodelead very easily.

WE have lots of barnroow for all the stock we will ever
have,l guess. .The corrals are very sturdy,being mads
mostly of poles,and there is a little stream crossing

our land,, close to the buildings, that could easily be
dammed up, It used to be a large Ranch, K aven for us,.

but it has baen sold off in parcels unti) only about 1%4
of the original land is laft.That accounts for the big
buildings we have, but the Ranch house itself is not so
large,only 6 rooms,but they are all quite big,even if thay,

are not as high to the ceiling as yours here . "
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goon as we had the roomws warmed uf and the beds made,

Dad, who had stayed in the Cookshack, telking with
the wen,came in scon after we had finished our lesbors, and
toth he and I fell asleep, as soon as our heads touched the
pillows.

In the morning that clanging gong woke us up,as
soon as it was light enough to see, and you just bef,. I
looked.You know,I had never been on a ranch before K and I
must have seemed awfully green to all I talked to.

Howaver, when they laughed at me, 1 laughed with them,
and before night I knew zall the men onmx the place by their
first nawesg,and they called me Eud.

4 of the men were carpenters, and they
were busy putting up smwall cabins, shacke they called them,
with two rooms in each., Ve did'nt ¥know then, how many of
these we would need, but they were building 6 as a starter,
and hopad,wn_ would hire them sgaim 1a+.nr.§a build s lot
more, The lumber we got from s sswmill a few miles west
of us, our boys hauled it with lumberwagons and horses.

Dad hsd been advertising inpapers and magazines all
winter, K prepsring for this summers harvest, and scon there
began to be a lot of mwail.

Yother had to look after that, with Sié& helping
her, when she had too many letters to answer,and it was a
good thing, Dad had brought his typewriter along and that
Sis had brains enough to learn to use it,

I soon got to be & regular meilman,driving to
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whepe the Dudes do most of their practise fishing,
1 did'nt see them come pack, but that night Sis
wore a big, bluaewhite dismond solitsire, and Pat and

her talked on the porch for hours.

The next day DAd andJo® had a conference, and af=
tarward Dad told me, Pat had put in some capital ,and from

now on owned a third share in the P up and down, and al 8o

that Pat and SIS intended to be married around Thanks=
giving't. B

Holy smoke,when has &1l this been cookedup,
and how :ould I miss seeing, which way the wind was
blowing “Well I can see now, how 1 have been keapt with
my nose +*o tna grindstone, so 1 would'nt notice anything,

and it worked, I1'11 say it worked!'
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