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Although the term “women’s movement” is often used to describe 

feminist activity, in reality distinct differences exist between the 

people and groups who engage in feminist activism. This talk will 

examine the feminist unions and labour organizations that women in 

Western Canada established in the 1970s and 1980s to address 

gender inequality at work and in society.  
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Julia Smith is a Banting Fellow and Honorary Grant Notley Memorial 

Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Sociology at the University of 

Alberta. She studies the political economy of labour relations in Canada 

and the history and politics of women's labour activism. 
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